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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [9.11 am]: I inform the 
house that this week we are celebrating National Volunteer Week, an annual event to acknowledge and celebrate 
the generous contribution of our nation’s volunteers. This year marks the twenty-sixth year since 
National Volunteer Week began, and the theme for 2016 is Give Happy, Live Happy. The Liberal–National 
government has provided more than $1.3 million to support the volunteering sector during 2015–16, with 
recurrent funding being provided to Volunteering WA and 15 volunteer development services right across the 
state. 

On Monday, I visited and spoke to several volunteers at pop-up stalls erected in the city mall. I have to say that 
the theme, Give Happy, Live Happy, is very appropriate because the people I spoke to really love what they do. 
They told me that their contribution brings meaning to their lives, and if they can make a difference to someone 
else’s life volunteering is all the more worthwhile. I attended volunteering community training workshops, 
which were held at the offices of the Department of Local Government and Communities, and last night 
I attended a gala dinner to recognise our wonderful volunteers and award Steven Gates with the Volunteer of the 
Year award. 

I am proud that the state government, through the Department of Local Government and Communities, is 
providing over $36 000 in grants to support more than 42 Thank a Volunteer Day community events. My 
department also works with WA Police and subsidises criminal record clearances for volunteers from eligible 
organisations. My department is in its sixth year of delivering the WA Volunteer Service Awards to recognise 
those volunteers who have dedicated 25 or 50 years of continuous service to the same organisation. I am pleased 
to say that, through this program, over 600 volunteers have been recognised for the incredible contribution they 
have made to Western Australia. Whether volunteers are young or old, they set a great example to all generations 
about the value of contributing and giving back to the community. I take this opportunity to commend them all. 
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